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T OP PEG RET 


MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 

October 7, 1970 



1* Summary of President Nixon's Speech on Viet-Nam. 


2. Excerpts on Political Settlement from President Nixon's 

April 20 speech. ^ 

3. Nothing in the summary or in the speech the President will 
give should be construed as justifying the unilateral withdrawal 
of U. S. forces except in the context of the Vietnamization pro- 
gram, unless it might occur on the basis of a settlement under 
principles outlined in President Nixon f s speech of May 14, 1969. 
The President said in that speech: 


"What kind of a settlement will permit the South Viet- 
namese people to determine freely their own political 
future? Such a settlement will require the withdrawal 
of all non-South Vietnamese forces including our own 
from South Viet-Nam and procedures for political 
choice that give each significant group in South Viet- 
Nam a real opportunity to participate in the political 

life of the nation. 11 



The ^President proposed in implementation of these principles 



"--As soon as agreement can be reached, all non-South 
' 'V^ forces would begin withdrawals from South 

Viet-Nam. 




> --Over a period of twelve months, by agreed-upon stages, 
the major portions of all U. S., allied and other non- 
pSouth Vietnamese forces would be vithdrawn. At the end 
•ifeof this twelve-month period, the remaining U. S., allied 
■ V and other non-South Vietnamese forces would move into 
■ designated base areas- and would not engage in combat 
operations. 
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--The remaining U. S. and allied forces would complete 
their withdrawals as the remaining North Vietnamese 
forces were withdrawn and returned to North Viet-Nam. 

--An international supervisory body, acceptable to both 
sides would be created for the purpose of verifying with- 
drawals, and for any other purposes agreed upon between 

the two sides, n 



4, The governments of the troop contributing countries are being 
notified of the President's initiative. 


5. Text of President Thieu's endorsement of President's pro- 

r >r> eol c 


We assume this will be released immediately after President 
Nixon's speech, and that the text will be sent to the GVN delegation 
in Paris immediately upon release. 


Ambassador Lam expressed to Ambassador Bruce some concern 
that he might not have the GVN supporting statement in time for 
Thursday's session. Our side will speak in the afternoon this 
week. 




T&EJgECRET 







I 





